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Reading: Philippians 1:15-30 
15-17It’s true that some here preach Christ because with me out of the 
way, they think they’ll step right into the spotlight. But the others do it with
the best heart in the world. One group is motivated by pure love, knowing
that I am here defending the Message, wanting to help. The others, now 
that I’m out of the picture, are merely greedy, hoping to get something 
out of it for themselves. Their motives are bad. They see me as their 
competition, and so the worse it goes for me, the better—they think—for 
them.

18-21So how am I to respond? I’ve decided that I really don’t care about 
their motives, whether mixed, bad, or indifferent. Every time one of them 
opens his mouth, Christ is proclaimed, so I just cheer them on!

And I’m going to keep that celebration going because I know how it’s 
going to turn out. Through your faithful prayers and the generous 
response of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, everything he wants to do in and 
through me will be done. I can hardly wait to continue on my course. I 
don’t expect to be embarrassed in the least. On the contrary, everything 
happening to me in this jail only serves to make Christ more accurately 
known, regardless of whether I live or die. They didn’t shut me up; they 
gave me a pulpit! Alive, I’m Christ’s messenger; dead, I’m his bounty. Life
versus even more life! I can’t lose.

22-26As long as I’m alive in this body, there is good work for me to do. If I 
had to choose right now, I hardly know which I’d choose. Hard choice! 
The desire to break camp here and be with Christ is powerful. Some 
days I can think of nothing better. But most days, because of what you 
are going through, I am sure that it’s better for me to stick it out here. So I
plan to be around awhile, companion to you as your growth and joy in 
this life of trusting God continues. You can start looking forward to a 
great reunion when I come visit you again. We’ll be praising Christ, 
enjoying each other.

27-30Meanwhile, live in such a way that you are a credit to the Message of 
Christ. Let nothing in your conduct hang on whether I come or not. Your 
conduct must be the same whether I show up to see things for myself or 
hear of it from a distance. Stand united, singular in vision, contending for 
people’s trust in the Message, the good news, not flinching or dodging in 
the slightest before the opposition. Your courage and unity will show 
them what they’re up against: defeat for them, victory for you—and both 
because of God. There’s far more to this life than trusting in Christ. 
There’s also suffering for him. And the suffering is as much a gift as the 



trusting. You’re involved in the same kind of struggle you saw me go 
through, on which you are now getting an updated report in this letter.
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THE PRAYERS

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the 
people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Shepherding God, we thank you for the educational ministries of your 
church. Enrich the work of teachers, professors, mentors, advisers, and 
faculty at colleges, seminaries, and learning sites. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Creating God, we praise you for those who maintain and operate farm 
equipment, for those who plant and harvest crops, for local farmers’ 
markets, and for those involved in agriculture of any kind. Strengthen 
their hands as they feed the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Guiding God, no one should be in want. Bid the nations to return to your 
paths of righteousness and inspire our leaders to walk in your ways, so 
that all may have the opportunity to live abundantly and sustainably. 
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Comforting God, you carry us tenderly. We pray for those who walk 
through dark valleys overshadowed by anxiety and overwhelmed with 
suffering  especially Elly, Michael, Curt & Cyndy, Julie S, Edith Stechholz,
Andy Wallbillich, Laurie Miller, Candy, Kevin & family, Vanessa, John, 
Paul, Greg, Jackie, Rose, Gerhard, Briana & Elliana, Jean, Joann & 
Frank, Judy, Sapphire Williams, Diane, Duane, Nancy, Erica S, 
Rees/Ashe family, Orus & family, Paul, Tom S, Lynn-Marie, Francis, Fran 
Weir, Karen, Kirk Russell, Steve B, ChristyAnne V, Robyn & Ella, Clara, 
Ralph & Nina, Grant, Cody, Kurt Glacy, Carol Chandler, Juanita, Rhoda, 
Sue Schutz, Richard & Antoinette Regner, Emily, Cheryl, Kara, Jason 
Zollo & family, Susan C, Richard Eppler, Jeanne, Frank, Cathy O., Lynne
N., Julie, Alex, Scott Cady, Vo Newell, Jessica, Nancy Vincent, William, 
Christopher, Roy Lantieri, Mary A, John B, Caroline C, Cherry family, 
Megan Oborski, Kayla’s family & friends, Lily, Doreen, Fred S., Chris 
Marvin, Dwight, Brian, Alma, Larry S., Jonathan Bruce, Mynot, Betty, 
David, Lerch family, Jenny Gracy, Jamie Purnell, Jeremy, Wendy, Rob, 
Eva, Tom, Mark, Florence, Don, Barbara, Gildo, Dennis, Darlene, 
Mareen, Dean, Christopher, Max, Mike, Chase, Aidan, Noreen, Helen, 
Anna Mae, Marvin, Al, Lily, Richard, Julia, all of our shut-ins, the people 
of Shishmaref and all Alaskan villages. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Nurturing God, you desire justice for the hungry. Bless advocacy work, 
food pantries, and feeding ministries in our congregations. May none of 
our neighbors lack for basic needs. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Jesus, during Your ministry on Earth You showed Your power and caring 
by healing people of all ages and stations of life from physical, mental, 
and spiritual ailments. Be present now to people who need Your loving 
touch because of COVID-19. May they feel Your power of healing 
through the care of doctors and nurses.
Take away the fear, anxiety, and feelings of isolation from people 
receiving treatment or under quarantine. Give them a sense of purpose 
in pursuing health and protecting others from exposure to the disease. 
Protect their families and friends and bring peace to all who love them. 
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Everlasting God, your beloved have heard your voice; you have called 
them by name and guided them to your side in death. We thank you for 
their lives of faithful witness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom 
we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever.  Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new 
life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty 

☩God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
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